
The text of the letter that Steve Kelly, S.J. and Louie Vitale, O.F.M. were trying to deliver 

when they were arrested appears below: 

TO: MAJ. GEN. BARBARA FAST 

 

We are here today as concerned U.S. people, veterans and clergy, to speak with enlisted 

personnel about the illegality and immorality of torture according to international 

humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions. 

 

We condemn torture as a dehumanization of both prisoners and interrogators, resulting in 

humiliation, disability and even death. In addition to the hundreds of detainees who have 

died, we are also concerned about U.S. military personnel. Alyssa Peterson committed 

suicide after participating in the torture of Iraqi prisoners. Lynndie England and others 

have been imprisoned for their illegal activities. 

 

We are here today at Ft. Huachuca in solidarity with tens of thousands of people at the 

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation at Ft. Benning, Georgia (formerly 

known as the School of the Americas) to say that the training of torturers must 

immediately stop. Nothing justifies the inhumane treatment of our fellow brothers and 

sisters. 

 

Torture by U.S. military personnel has reached alarming proportions and has horrified 

people around the world. We are convinced that the Military Commissions Act of 2006 is 

unconstitutional. We totally reject its conclusions. Torture is a useless and unreliable tool 

that leads to an accepted practice of terrorization and the rationalization of wrongdoing. 

 

We are here today to repent and clearly state that because of our sense of moral and 

human decency we condemn torture. 

 

NOT IN OUR NAME. 

 

Signed this 19th day of November, 2006 

Louis Vitale, OFM --  Steve Kelly, SJ 

 


